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REPORT ON SIERRA CLUB OUTING 1929 


If the success of an outing is to be judged by the smoothness with which all the details 
of its machinery function, the 1929 outing of the Sierra Club will be remarkable for its standard 
in this respect. Every detail of the movement of the party over railroad and branch lines and 
stages, in both directions, was carried out with exact precision and the all-important packtrain 
feature of the trip was never handled more successfully and satisfactorily. There were 90 pack 
animals in the regular train and about 135 animals altogether, including saddle animals for the 
packers and members of the party. Allie Robinson of Independence, California, is deserving of 
great praise for the successful way in which he carried out the management of this feature. The 
commissary also functioned perfectly and we can only repeat our praise for the very greatly 
appreciated conduct of this department by Dan Tachet. All of the members of the commissary 
department did excellent work and it is largely due to the conscientious attention to details by 
Francis Tappaan, the chief assistant to the management, that the outing functioned so smoothly. 

As scheduled, the party reached the Ward Lake camp via Huntington Lake early in the 
afternoon of July 11th and the next day proceeded to a delightful base’ camp in Blaney Meadows 
on the South Fork of the San Joaquin. We are greatly indebted to the Southern California 
Edison Company and its various officials for helpful assistance in this portion of the movement. 
A very enjoyable three-day side trip was taken to Hutchinson Meadows, from which point 
Humphreys Basin and the head of French Cajion were explored, several members of the party 


‘climbing Mount Humphreys. The party then camped at a lake below Heart Lake for one night 


and then, crossing Selden Pass, made another night's camp in Bear Creek Cafion, a short dis- 
tance below Hilgard Creek. A number of the party took the opportunity to climb Seven Gables. 
Proceeding along the newly constructed portion of the John Muir Trail, another base camp 
was established at Fish Camp in Mono Creek Cajfion at the mouth of the Second Recess. The 
three days spent here hardly gave the party time to explore all of the interesting region in the 
vicinity. Climbs of Mount Abbot and Mount Gabb were made. 

Leaving Mono Creek, Silver Pass was crossed and camp was made in Cascade Valley at the 
head of Fish Creek. Proceeding down Fish Creek, the next camp was at the foot of the trail 
which climbs out of the cafion and proceeds past Rainbow Falls to Reds Meadows, the next 
night's camp being made at Reds Meadows. The next day the Devils Postpile was visited and 
tamp was established on a bench just above Shadow Lake in Shadow Creek Cafion. Moving 
to Garnet Lake, four full days were spent in one of the most delightful and superb camps, from 
the standpoint of magnificent scenery, the Club has ever had in the Sierra. The camp was on 
the northerly shore of the lake and extended out on a peninsula, commanding a magnificent 
view of Banner Peak and Mount Ritter rising immediately above the head of the lake. Ap- 
proximately sixty persons climbed Mount Ritter and about the same number climbed Banner 
Peak. Relunctantly leaving the Garnet Lake camp and crossing Donohue Pass, a camp was 
established for one night at the head of the Lyell Cafion of the Tuolumne. About seventy 
individuals took the opportunity to climb Mount Lyell. 


The party then moved to the Soda Springs camp, which remained its base for the rest of 
the outing. With the assistance of members of the party and under the able direction of 
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“Bill” Horsfall and “Scotty,” the pipeline provided by the Frederick Morley fund was installed 
in the short space of one working day and fresh water from Delaney Creek was brought in to 
the campsite. A three-day side trip was taken into the very wild and beautiful region existing 
on the highland above the junction of the Tuolumne River and Return Creek. Camp was 
established for two nights in Cold Cafion near its head. The intervening day was spent in 
visiting Virginia, Mattie and other unnamed lakes, and in climbing Cold Mountain and Wildcat 
Point, from which unsurpassed views of the entire surrounding region were obtained. Returning 
to Tuolumne Meadows base camp, the party went out through Yosemite Valley to El Portal, 

Ws. E. Coxsy, 

Chairman of the Outing Committee. 


MR. COLBY RETIRES AS MANAGER OF THE OUTINGS 


From time to time during the past year Mr. Colby has expressed to the directors of the 
Club his desire to be relieved of the responsibility he has carried for twenty-nine years. This 
expression has now taken the form of a definite retirement. While formal action by the Board 
of Directors awaits the December meeting, tentative plans for continuing the outings have al- 
ready been made. 

At one of the last campfires of the 1929 outing, held at Cold Cafion, August 4th, the 
following resolution was read and adopted by acclamation as the expression of all assembled 
there: 

Mr. Colby tells us that this is the last outing he will conduct. We hope that this is not 
true. But if it is, if this is the last time that “officially” he will lead us on a side-trip, “cross 
country” through High Sierra woods and fields of granite, we feel that we should not let this 
day go by without some expression of what his leadership has meant to us. 

Perhaps only those of us who for a quarter century or more have followed that leadership 
can fully appreciate the devotion and sacrifice that have characterized his service from the start. 
The devotion has been year-long, the ending of one outing but marking the inception of his 
plans for the next. And to the success of these outings he has often sacrificed professional 
advancement and through them suffered a personal financial loss. All of the days have not 
been happy ones. We have had illnesses in camp, and accidents, and death. But in these 
emergencies we have all grown the more to depend on our leader, and turn to him for the 
help and understanding and sympathy that never fail. 

This, Mr. Colby’s last outing, has been, perhaps, one of the most perfect that we have 
ever known. Yet to many of us there has been a certain melancholy in it, too. And as we 
followed him today on this lovely “secret journey that he has so long planned, it seemed fitting 
that the mountain mood was autumnal, the meadow grasses yellowing, the streams languid and 
low, the flowers in seed. For this journey marks the ending of an era, the passing of the old 
order. It is right, perhaps, that Mr. Colby should rest from his long labors and that the 
younger generation should have its chance to prove its devotion to his high ideals too. But 
we want Mr. Colby to know that, in anticipation at least, for us of the older generation some 
thing will seem to have gone from the Sierra with the passing of his leadership. And though 
in all that he has done for us he has sought no recompense, we earnestly hope that he has 
found it in some small measure at least in the increasing love and devotion of his old outing 
friends. 


PLANS FOR 1930 OUTING 


In view of the change in active management of the outing, a conference was held by some 
of the directors of the Sierra Club, who were in Tuolumne Meadows near the close of the 1929 
outing. It was decided that a trip which would be comparatively easy to manage should be 
held in 1930; it was also the consensus of opinion that Francis Tappaan, who had shown marked 
efficiency in assisting in the management of the outing this year, should be requested to under 
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take the active management of next year's trip. This he has consented to do. While the plan 
suggested is only tentative, it was thought advisable to establish a camp at Mono Cajfion opposite 
the Recesses for about a week and then move the camp around to Evolution Valley where a 
base camp would again be established for another week in the vicinity of Colby Meadow. Most 
of the members of this year’s outing were impressed with the great possibilities of the region 
in the vicinity of Mono Cafion and felt that they had not seen enough of it. This would 
give them an opportunity to thoroughly enjoy this delightful region and also the Evolution 
country with its outstanding peaks. Side trips will be taken from these main base camps and 
the entire outing will probably only take three weeks instead of four weeks as has been cus- 
tomary in the past. Those desiring to take this outing are urged to file their applications with 
the Club as soon as possible so that a preliminary estimate of the number desiring to go may 
be made. The party will probably be limited to a smaller number than has been taken on recent 
outings. We ask for the co-operation of our members in giving us this advance information 


if they have any serious thought of taking the trip. 
THe Outinc ComMITTEE. 


PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBIT 


The annual photographic exhibit will be held in the Sierra Club rooms at San Francisco 
September 16th to 23rd, inclusive. On Saturday afternoon, September 21st, the Club rooms 
will be open from three to six o'clock. The exhibit will include the photographs taken on the 
recent outing by Mr. Ansel E. Adams who was with the party for that special purpose. The 
exhibit in Los Angeles will be held September 30th to October 7th, inclusive, at the headquarters 
of the Southern California Chapter of the Sierra Club, 445 Wilcox Building, 206 South Spring 
Street. Members of the party who took photographs on the outing are requested to send their 
albums in so as to reach the San Francisco headquarters, 402 Mills Building, by September 12th. 
Each photograph should be numbered to facilitate ordering of copies. It is hoped that everyone 
who took pictures will exhibit them for each collection invariably has some photographs of 
special interest not found elsewhere. 


PORTFOLIO OF THE 1929 OUTING 


Ansel Easton Adams announces a portfolio collection of twenty-five selected photographs 
of the regions visited by the Sierra Club Outing party of 1929. The number of copies will be 
limited according to demand. Typography by Johnck and Seeger and binding by Hazel Dreis. 
The portfolio is priced at $30.00. The order list will close October 10th. Delivery in Nov- 
ember. Advise Ansel E. Adams or Sierra Club if copies are desired. No deposit necessary. 

A similar portfolio of Canadian mountain photographs (Sierra Club Outing of 1928) will 
be made, provided sufficient orders are received. The book will be identical with first mentioned 
in design, number of prints, and price. Order list for the Canadian portfolio will close on 
November Ist. Delivery before Christmas, 1929. 


TRAIL CONSTRUCTION IN NATIONAL PARKS 
(The following article was prepared for the Sierra Club Bulletin by the U. S. National Park Service) 


The construction of trails in the National Parks is being carried on this summer with all possible 
speed in order to take advantage of the good working weather and complete the summer's program 
before fall storms prohibit further work. Considerably more study is being given this season to the 
proper location of trails than has been customary heretofore in work of a similar nature. This season 
engineers who are experienced in locating highways and trails have been assigned to five of the larger 
parks—Yosemite, Sequoia, Mt. Rainier, Glacier and Rocky Mountain, and are spending the entire 
summer in carefully locating and staking trails. These engineers are also giving considerable time to 
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the study of future trail needs in the parks, making reconnaissance studies and collectifi 
estimating the cost of trails and for use in preparing a comprehensive program of constructi 
may be followed for the next several seasons. These men usually have one assistant, also a 
and the necessary saddle and pack animals for moving and maintaining a camp in remote sectig 
the park, not accessible by roads. 

After the general route of a trail is decided upon, and control points selected, it is staked) 
consideration given to grades, drainage, general alignment and snow conditions. Before a & 
definitely located, certain scenic and other points of interest where the trail should touch are 
gated, and if considered of sufficient importance the trail is so located as to include them. 
makes a deviation necessary from a direct route, but the thought is always kept in mind th 
primary object of trails is to make these features accessible. ; 

Past experience in constructing trails has developed new methods and equipment w 
resulting in economy and permit a greater mileage being constructed than would be possible 
years ago, with the same amount of funds. The most important piece of equipment recently, 
oped for trail use is a small compact compressor especially designed of a width not to exceed 24 
and of sufficient capacity to provide air for operating one compressed air drill. This small comp 
is provided with both skids and wheels. The wheels may be removed and the compressor mows 
its skids where the trail is too narrow for the use of wheels, and as the machine is lightly con 
it can readily be moved along the narrow trails and rock cliffs drilled by air, which ic not on 
siderably faster but very much cheaper than the hand drilling method. 

Several crews are working in Glacier Park this season, both reconstructing existing t 
building others on entirely new locations. On one trail which passes along the face of a near 
tical cliff several hundred feet in height, called the Ptarmigan wall, it was found necessary, by 
and surveys, to construct a tunnel in order to reach a certain bench on the face of this wall, 
tunnels are rather unusual, and this one, which will be the first in Glacier Park, will be approxi 
200 feet long and will have a height of 9 feet and a width of 6 feet. 


The Park Service realizing the importance of trails is co-operating with interested organiaa 


such as the Sierra Club, and is planning to build trails along lines and to standards that 
in keeping with the needs of the trail users. 








